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POLICE — RENTAL SUBSIDIES 

359. Mr K.M. O’DONNELL to the Premier: 
The Deputy Premier thanked everybody but forgot to thank the Liberal government for commencing building the 
hospital. I know that is not protocol; I apologise. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Kalgoorlie, no preamble please; straight into the question. 

Mr K.M. O’DONNELL: Sorry. I refer to concerning statements by the WA Police Union that police officers will 
leave regional areas in droves as result of the government’s increase of $1 560 a year in rent from 1 July, while 
only paying them a $1 000 a year pay rise, less than what was promised. Why is the government punishing 
Western Australian police, destroying morale and making it less attractive for police officers to work in regional 
WA in places such as Kalgoorlie and the electorate of Darling Range? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
That is a longbow worthy of Agincourt! The decision was made to increase the rent during the term of the last 
government. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: No, we did not pass it off. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Yes, you did. You made the decision and it was in the budget. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, the question has been asked of the Premier. I am sure the member for Kalgoorlie does 
not want members on his side interjecting. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: As the Treasurer just said — 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: As the Treasurer just said, during the 2015–16 midyear review, the decision was made for 
this rental increase to take place. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Scarborough, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Just so the member for Kalgoorlie is aware, the Treasurer at that point in time was his leader 
and the decision was made by the Liberals and Nationals in office. I understand why it made the decision: because 
it wrecked the finances, and because it wrecked the finances, difficult decisions needed to be made. Of course 
I would like not to have to make that decision, but if the decision that the former government made is not carried 
through in the budget, we have to borrow the money to make up the difference. Those are the decisions that 
governments have to make. We are excluding, from memory, more than 50 locations around Western Australia in 
which police officers do not pay rent, in some of the more remote locations. To the best of my knowledge there is 
no rental subsidy for police officers in Darling Range, but maybe the Minister for Police might want to expand 
upon that at some point in the future.  
The truth of the matter is that the person who made the decision—admittedly, the member for Kalgoorlie was not 
here—is the now Leader of the Opposition. A range of locations around the state are not paying rent. 
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